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Net-zero buildings: Where do we stand?

3Source: Net-zero buildings – Where do we stand? (WBCSD, July 2021)
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Thank you very much!
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www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/work-packages/nordic-harmonisation-of-life-cycle-assessment 5
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Overview of Nordic Climate Declarations and Limit Values integration | Nordic Sustainable Construction
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Nordic Sustainable Construction 8

1

2 Secure stakeholder involvement

3 Ensure access to generic data and standard values

4 Improve availability and digitalization of EPDs

•
•

• Balance current readiness with future requirements
• Monitoring and revisiting regulation

• Phasing out of the conservativity factor in generic data
• Use of standard component values for as-built reporting
• Alignment of structure and content of databases

• Subsidies or automated tools designed to generate EPDs
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Nordic Sustainable Construction 9

3 Ensure access to generic data and standard values

4 Improve availability and digitalization of EPDs

• Phasing out of the conservativity factor in generic data
• Use of standard component values for as-built reporting
• Alignment of structure and content of databases

• Subsidies or automated tools designed to generate EPDs
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Nordic Sustainable Construction 10

4 Improve availability and digitalization of EPDs

• Subsidies or automated tools designed to generate EPDs
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www.nordicsustainableconstruction.com/knowledge-centre
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Nordic Sustainable Construction - financed by Nordic Innovation, an organisation under the Nordic Council of Ministers
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The scope is expanded from 57 pct. to 68 pct. of the new construction by: 
• Including holiday homes
• Including unheated building over 50 m2.

e.g. parking garages and storage buildings.
• Including extensions to apartment buildings, office buildings, 

institutions and other construction (limit value as building type)
• For single-family houses, terraced houses, tiny houses and holiday 

homes, however, only extensions over 250 m2 are included in the limit 
value

New exemptions from the limit value (must document climate impact):
• Special critical buildings such as water works, prisons, the Armed 

Forces' operational buildings and hospitals.

Continuation of exemptions from limit value and documentation:
• Unheated buildings under 50 m2 and agricultural buildings

More new construction covered 
by LCA-requirement



Danish Authority of Social Services and Housing 
Page 30

• A requirement expansion with the climate impacts from the 

construction process (module A4 and A5)

• The limit value for the construction process is set 

corresponding to a level, so approx. half of all construction 

sites must perform better compared to 2021.

• An independent limit value for the construction process 

corresponding to 1.5 kg CO2e/m²/year. 

• Other measures: In mid-2026, a study of the possibility of 

including outdoor areas on the building site will be submitted 

to the political parties behind the agreement

Including the construction 
process in the limit value

Danish Authority of Social Services and Housing 

• There will probably be changes in the construction 

practices

• Our way of categorize

• Under the limit value without changes

• Small optimizations – a reduction of 0 to 2 kg 

CO2e/m2/year.

• Partly changed practices – a reduction of 2-4 kg 

CO2e/m2/year.

• Totally changed practices – a reduction of more 

than 4 kg CO2e/m2/year.

Changes in the way of building
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• The standard is very good – but not written to be national 

requirements

• Need for many clarifications

• Which stages and modules to include?

• Simplification to certain modules

• How to address floor area?

• Introduction of a generic database for construction materials

• Building model

• Life time of products and constructions

• How to address the changing energy system

Lessons from Denmark

Danish Authority of Social Services and Housing 
Side 33

- How to set limit values

- Data for setting limit values – representativity and data 

collection

- CO2e/m2

- Differentiation between building types

- Mixed use buildings

- How to address special buildings with demand for 

certain CO2e-emitting solutions to fulfill their purpose

Setting of limit values
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*Sweden’s timeline is based on Boverket’s proposal.
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Twitter: @OECD_local
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/company/oecd-local
Website: www.oecd.org/cfe
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Tokyo
https://www7.kankyo.metro.tokyo.lg.jp/building/
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